B L E 

Such a mirth as this is capable of making a beauty, as well 
as a bleniifh, thefubjeft of dcrifion. Addifon. Sped. N° 291. 
To Blench, v. n. To fhrink; to ftartback; to fly oft'. 

I’ll obferve his looks ; 

I'll tent him to the quick ; if he but blench, 

I know my courfe. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

Patience herfelf, what goddefs ere fhe be. 

Doth lefl’cr blench at fuft’crancc than I do. Shakefp. Tr. and Cr. 

Hold you ever to our fpecial drift; 

Though fometimes you do blench from this to that. 

As caufe doth minifter. Shakep. Merry IVivcs of Wind for. 
To Blench, v.a. To hinder; to obftrutSl. 

The rebels befieged them, winning the even ground on the 
top, by carrying up great trufles of hay before them, to blench 
the defendants fight, and dead their fhot. Carevjs Survey. 

To BLEND, v.a. pretcr. I blended \ anciently, blent, [bienban, 
Saxon. J 

1. To mingle together. 

’Tis beauty truly blent, whofc red and white 
Nature’s own fweet and cunning hand hath laid on. 

Shakefp. Twelfth Night. 
T he million taught by the ancients is too flight or grofs ; 
for bodies, mixed according to their hypothefis, would not ap- 
pear fuch to the acute eyes of a lynx, who would difeern the 
elements, if they were no otherwife mingled, than but blended , 
but not united. Boyle. 

He had his calmer influence, and his mien 
Did love and majelly together blend. Dryden. 

The grave, where even the great find reft. 

And blended lie th’ oppreflbr and th’ opprefs’d. Pope. 

2. To confound. 

The moon Ihoitld wander from her beaten way, the times 
and lcafons of the year blend themfelves by difordcred and con- 
ftifed mixture. Hooker , b. i. § 3. 

3. I’o pollute ; to fpoil; to corrupt. This fignification was an- 
ciently much in ufc, but is now wholly obfolete. 

Which when lie faw, he burnt with jealous fire ; 

The eye of reafon was with rage y blent. Fairy Ifhteen, b. ii. 

Regard of worldly muck doth foully blend. 

And low abafe the high heroick fpirit. Fairy Queen, b. ii. 

'The whilllthy kingdom from thy head is rent. 

And thy throne royal with dilhonour blent. Spenf. Hull. 
Ble.'nder. n.f [from to blend.] The perfon that mingles. 
Blent. The obfolete participle of blend, bee Blend. 

To BLESS, v.a. [blej-pan, Saxon.] 
t. To make happy ; to profper. 

The quality of mercy is not ftrain’d ; 

It droppeth as the gentle rain of heaven 
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blefs' d ; 

It bleffctb him that gives, and him that takes. Merck. of Vert. 

Had I but died an hour before this chance, 

1 had liv’d a blejfcd time : for, from this infant. 

There’s nothing. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

This kingdom enjoyed the greatefi calm, and the fulled mea- 
fure of felicity, that any people, in any age for fo long time to- 
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Ble'ssedness. n.f [from blejfcd.] 

1. Happinefs; felicity. 

. , t,m . es havc leaning to yonder palm, admired the 
bicjjc chiefs of it, that it could bear love without the fenfe- of 


Clarendon. 

Waller. 


Dryden. 


pain, 


Side, 


2 . 


Shakefp. Hen. VIII. 


His overthrow heap’d happinefs upon him ; 

For then, and not till then, he felt himfelf. 

And found the bleffednefs of being little. 

SamSlity. 

Earthlier happy is the rofe diftill'd, 

Than that, which, withering on the virgin thorn. 

Grows, lives, and dies in fingle bleffednefs. 

Shakefp. Midfummer Night's Dream. 

3. Heavenly felicity. 

It is fuch an one, as, being begun in grace, paffes into dory 
bleffednefs , and immortality. V.. 

4. Divine favour. 

Ble'sser. n. f. [from blefs.] He that blefles, or gives a bkf- 
fing ; he that makes any thing profper. 

When thou receive!! praife, take it indifferently, and return 
it to God, as the giver of the gift, or the blcfer of the action. 

Tayloi s Holy hiving. 

Ble'ssing. n.f. [from blefs.] 

Benediction; a prayer by which happinefs is implored for any 


1. 


aether, have been Heffed with. 

Happy this filer, which fuch a hero blcfl ; 

What virtue dwells not in his loyal breaft ? 

In vain with folding arms the youth aflay’d 
To flop her flight, and flrain the flying fhadc ; 

But flie return’d no more, to blefs his longing eyes. 

O hofpitable Jove 1 we thus invoke, 

B/eJs to both nations this aufpicious hour. Dryden’ s Mn. 

2. To wifh happinefs to another ; to pronounce a bleffing upon 
him. 

Am! this is the blcfling wherewith Mofes the man of God 
Heffed the children of Ifrael, before his death. Dent, xxxiii. X. 
m T.i praife; to glorify for benefits received ; to celebrate. 

Unto us there is one only guide of all agents natural, and he 
both the creator and worker'’ of all in all, alone to be bleffcd, 
adored, and honoured by all for ever. Hooker, b. i. § 3. 

But blefs' d be that great pow’r, that hath us blefs’d 
With longer life than earth and heav’n can have. Davies. 
4. It feems, in° one place of Spenfer, to fignify the fame as to 
^ wave ; to brandifl) ; to flctcrijh. 

Whom when the prince to battle new addreft, 

And threat’ning high his dreadful ftroke did fee. 

His fparkling blade about his head he blcfl, _ 

And fmotc off quite his right leg by the knee. Fairy If. b. i. 
Blf/ssed. particip. aelj. [from to blefs.] Happy; enjoymghca- 
venly felicity. 

Blessed Thiflle. [cnieus, Lat.j The name of a plant. 

The characters arc ; It hath flofculous flowers ; confiftmgof 
many floret?, which are multifid, and ftand upon the embryo; 
thefe florets arc inclofed in a fcalv cup, furrounded with leaves 
The fpecies are, .. The blejfed thiflle. 2. The yellow difaff 
thiflle. The blejed thiflle is cultivated i n. gardens for the herb, 
which is dried and preferved for medicinal ufes; but of late 
years it hatli been lefsufed than formerly. Mi at. 

Ble ssedly, adv. [from blejfed.] Happily. 

This accident of Clitophon’s taking had fo llefpdlyvroc ured 
their meeting. Sidney, b.i. 


Littleton. 


eyes, 


flatt. 


The blind man that governs his fteps by feeling, 
receives ad vertifement of remote things through a 

Difry on the bsul. 

Thofe 


one. 

2. A declaration by which happinefs is promifed in a prophetick 
and authoritative manner. 

The perfon that is called, kneeleth down before the chair 
and the father layeth his hand upon his head, or her hea t, and 
givetli the bleffing. Bacon's New Atlantis. 

3. Any of the means of happinefs; a gift; an advantage; a be- 
nefit. 

Nor arc his bleffmgs to his banks confin’d. 

But free, and common, as the fca and wind. Denham. 

Political jealoufy is very reafonable in perfons perfuaded of 
the excellency of their conflitution, who believe that they de- 
rive from it the moil valuable bleffmgs of fociety. A'Mfon. 

A juft and wife magiftrate is a hi effing as extenfive as the 
community to which he belongs : a bleffing which includes all 
other bleffmgs whatfoever, that relate to this life. Atterburp 

4. Divine favour. 

My pretty coufin, 

Bleffing upon you ! Shakefp. Alacbtth. 

I had moil need of bleffing, and amen, 

Stuck in my throat. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Honour thy father and mother, both in word and deed, that 
a bleffing may come upon thee from them. Ecclus, iii. b’. 

He fhall receive the bleffing icons the Lord. Pfalm xxix. 5. 

5. The Hebrews, under this name, often underftand the pr.lents 

which friends make to one another ; in all probability, becaufe 
they are generally attended with bleffmgs and compliments both 
from thofe who give, and thofc who receive. Calmet. 

And Jacob faid, receive my prefent at my hand ; take, 1 
pray thee, my bleffing that is brought to thee. Gen. xxxiii. 10. 

Blest, particip. adj. [from blefs.] 

Peace to thy gentle (hade, and endlefs reft ! 

Blcfl in thy genius, in thy love too blcfl ! Pope. 

Blew. The preterite from blow ; which fee. 

The reft fled into a ftrong tower, where, feeing no remedy, 
they defperately blew up themfelves, with a great part of the 
caftle, with gunpowder. Knolles's Hiffory of the Turin 

Bley me. n.f. An inflammation in the foot of a horfe, pro- 
ceeding from bruifed blood, between the foie and the bone. 

Fan ier's Did. 

Blight, n.f. [The etymology unknown.] 

1. Mildew ; according to Skinner ; but it feems taken by mod 
writers, in a general fenfe, for any caufe of .he failure of 
fruits. 

I complained to the oldcft and beft gardeners, who often fell 
into the fame misfortune, and efteemed it fome blight of the 
fpring. Temple. 

2. Any thing nipping, or blaffing. 

When you come to die proof once, the firf! blight of frolt 
fhall moll infallibly ftrip you of all your glory. L'Ejlrangt. 

To Blight, v. a. [from the noun.] 

x. To corrupt with mildew. 

This vapour bears up along with it any noxious mineral 
ftcams ; it then blafts vegetables, blights corn and fruit, and is 
fometimes injurious even to men. Woodward 1 s Natural 1 ‘j • 

2. In general, "to Mali ; to hinder from fertility. . f 

My country neighbours do not find it impoflible to think of 
a lame horfe they have, or their blighted corn, till diey hinr wn 
over in their minds all beings. Ur ' c ‘ 

But left harfli care the lover’s peace deftroy, 

And roughlv blight the tender buds of joy, 

Let reafon teach.. 

BLIND, adj. [blinb, Saxon.] 

x. Without fight ; deprived of the fenfe of feeing; dark. 

tv. j ,i,,. .nvomt his ftens bv feeling, in defect J 
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Thofe other two equall’d with me in fate. 

So were I equall’d with them in renown ! 

Blind Thamyris, and blind Maeomdcs ; 

And Tirefias, and Phineus, prophets old. Pat . LoJ . , b.M. 

2. Intellectually dark ; unable to judge ; ignotant ; with 0 e- 

forc that which is unfeen. 

All authors to their own defeats vet blind", 

Iiadft thou, but Janus like, a face behind. 

To fee the people, what fplay mouths they make ; , 

To mark their fingers, pointed at thy back. Dryden s FerJ. 

3. Sometimes of. 

Blind of the future, and by rage milled. 

He pulls his crimes upon his people’s head. Dryden s tab. 

4. Unfeen; out of the publick view; private; generally with 
fome tendency to fome contempt or cenfiire. 

To grievous and fcandalous inconvcnicncics they make 
themfelves fubjeCl, with whom any blind or fccrct corner is 
iudo’ed a fit houfe of common prayer. Hooker , b. v.. § 25. 

e. Noteafily difcernihle ; hard to find; dark; obfeure; unleen. 
There be alfo blind fires under (lone, which flame not out ; 
but oil being poured upon them, they flame out. 

Where clfe 


Bacon. 


Shall I inform my unacquainted feet 
In the blind mazes of this tangl’d wood ? 

How have we wander’d a long difmal night. 


Milton. 


Led through b ind paths by each deluding light. Rofcommon. 

Part creeping underground, their journey blind. 

And climbing from Delow, their fellows meet. Dryden. 

So mariners mi flake the promis’d guft, 

And, with full fails, on the blind rocks are loft. Dryden. 

A poftern door, yet unobferv’d and free, 

Join’d by the length of a blind gallery. 

To the king’s clofet bed. Dryden s /Eneid. 

6. Blind Feffeis. "[with chymifts.] Such as have no opening but 
on one fide. 

To Blind. V. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To m-Ke blind; to deprive of fight. 

You nimble lightnings, dart your blinding flames 
Into her fcornful eyes ! Shakefp. King Lear. 

Of whofe hand have I received any bribe to blind mine eyes 
therewith ? and I will reftore it. 1 Sam. xii. 3. 

A blind guide is certainly a great mifehief ; but a guide that 
b inds thofe whom he fhould lead, is undoubtedly a much 
greater. South. 

2. To darken ; to ohfeure to the eye. 

So whirl the feas, fuch darknefs blinds the fky. 

That the black night receives a deeper dye. Dryderts Fab. 

3. To obfeure to the underftanding 

The ftate of the controverfy between us he endeavoured, 

with all his art, to blind and confound. Stillingflcet. 

Blind, n.f. 

1. Something to hinder the fight. 

Hardly any tiling in our converfation is pure and genuine ; 
civility calls a blind over the duty, under fome cuftomary 
words. L'Efhange. 

2 Something to miflead the eye, or the underflanding. 

Th fe difeourfes let an oppofition between hi* commands 
and decrees ; making the one a blind for the execution of the 
other. Decay of Piety. 

To BiYndfcld. v. a. [from blind and fold.] To hinder from 
feeing, by blinding the eyes. 

When they had blindfolded him, they ftruck him on the 
face. Luke, xxii. 64. 

Bli ndfold, adj. [from the verb.] Having the eyes covered. 

And oft himfelf he chanc’d to hurt umvares, 

Whilft reafon, blent through paflion, nought deferied. 

But, as a blindfold bull, at random fares, 

And where he hits, nought knows, and where lie hurts, 
nought cares. Fairy Hjfueen, b. ii. c. iv.fianz. 7. 

Who blindfold walks upon a river’s brim, 

When he fhould fee, has he deferv’d to fwim ? Dryden. 
When lots are fhuffled together, or a man blindfold carts a 
dye, what reafon can he 1 have to prefume, that he fhall draw a 
white ftone rather than a black ? South. 

They will look into the ftate of the nation with their own 
eyes, and be no longer led blindfold by a male legiflature. 

Addifon. Freeholder, N* 22. 

ailv. [from blind.] 


Bu'ndi.y, 


2. Without judgment or direflion. 


Locke. 


Bl 
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Difguis’d in all the mafk of night. 

We left our champion on bis flight : 

At blindman’s buff to grope his way, 

In equal fear of night and day. Hudmras , p.ni. c. n. 

He imagines I (hut my eyes again; but lurcly lie fancies * 
play at- blindmans buff with "him; for he thinks I never have 
my eyes open. Stillingfieet's Defence of Difc. or.Romijh Idolatry. 
Bli'ndnESS. n. f. [from blind.] 

1 . Want of fight. 

Nor can we call it choice, when what we chufc, 

Folly and blindnefs only could refufe. De a. am: 

2. Ignorance ; intellectual darknels. 

All die reft as born of favage brood, 

But with bafe thoughts arc into blindnefs led, 

And kept from looking on the lightfomc day. Spenf cr. 

Whenfoever we would proceed beyond thefe fimple ideas, 
we fall prefently into darknefs and difficulties, and can i.ilan e» 
nothing farther but our own blindnefs and ignorance. Lc..a. 
Bli'ndside. n.f. [from blind and fide. J Wcaknefs; foule ; 

weak part. , 

He is too great a lover of himfelf; but this is one of las 
Uindfides-, and the beft of men, I fear, are not without them. 

Swift's Wonderful Wonder of 1 1 ondei s. 
Bli'ndworm. n.f. [from blind and worm.] A fmall viper, the 
lead of our Engiifh ferpents, but venemous. 

Y'ou (potted fnakes, with double tongue, 

Thorny hedgehogs, be not feen ; 

Newts ami b/indworms, do no wrong ; 

Come not near our fairy queen. Shakefp. Mid. A. Dr 


The greater flow worm, called alfo the llindworin «. 


is com- 


ithout fight. 

Implicitcly ; without examination. 

The old king, after a long debate. 

By bis imperious miftrefs blindly led, 

Has given Cydaria to Orbellan’s bed. Dryd. Indian Emb. 
How ready zeal for filtered and party, is to char-e atheilm 
on thofe, who will not, without examining, fubmit, and blindlv 
fwallow their nonfenfe. - 3 


1 ■ , J- A play in which fome one is to hare 

his e>es covered* and hunt out the reft of ti.e company. 


monly thought to be blind, becaufe of the littleiufs of his eyes. 

Grew' s Mttfacum. 

To BLINK, v. ;/. [blincken, Danifli ] 

1. To wink, or twinkle with the eyes. 

So politick, as if one eye 
Upon the other were a fpy ; 

Thatto trepan the one to think 

'I'be other blind, both drove to blink. Hudibras, p. iii. c. ii. 

2. To fee obfcurelv. 

What’s here ! the portrait of a blinking idiot. 

Shakefp. AieV chant of Venice. 
Sweet and lovely Tell, 

Shew me thy chink, to blink through with mine cyne. t 

Shakefp. Midfumnur Night's Dreanu 
His figure fuch as might his foul proclaim; 

One eye was blinking, and one leg was lame. Popds Iliad. 
Bli'nkard. n.f. [from blink] 

1. One that has bad eyes. 

2. Something twinkling. 

In fome parts we fee many glorious and eminent flars, in 
others few of any remarkable greatnefs, and, in fome, none 
but blinkards , and obfeure ones. 11 a C well on Providence. 

BLISS, n. f. [bhyyc. Sax. from blfSnpan, to rejoice.] 

1. The higheft degree of happinefs ; bleffednefs ; felicity; gene- 
rally ufed of the happinefs of bleffed fouls. 

A mighty Saviour hath witnefled of himfelf, I am the way ; 
tiie way that leadeth us from mifery into blifs. Hooker, b. i. 
Diin fadnefs did not fpare 
That time cclcftial vifages ; yet, mix’d 
With pity, violated not” their" blifs. Par. Lofi, />. x. /. 2 ?. 

With me 

All my redeem’d may dwell, in joy and blifs. Par. Lofi, b. xi. 

2. Felicity in general. 

Condition, circumftance is not the thing; 

Blifs is the fame in fubjecl or in kincr. Pope. 

Blissful, adj. [from blifs and fall.] Full of joy; hnppv in 
the higheft degree. 

Yet fwimming in that fea of blifsful joy. 

He nought forgot. Fairy ffiueenff b. i. c.\.fidn.\t. 

I he two faddefl ingredients in hell, arc deprivation of the 
hlisful vifion, and confufion of face. Hammond. 

Reaping immortal fruits of joy arid love. 

Uninterrupted joy, unrival’d love. 

In bdfful folitude. Milton's Paraelife Lofi, b. iii. /. So. 

rirft in the fields I try the filvan ftrains, 

Nor bluffs to fport in Windfor’s blifsful plains. 

B1.1 ssfully. adv. [from blifsful.] Happily. 

Bli SSI ULNE$S. n.f. [from b'tfsfu!.] Happinefs; fulnefs of |or. 

v - n - Fo caterwaul ; to be lullful. Did 

BLI S I ER. n. f. [ blnyfler, Dutch.] 

1. A puflule formed by raifing the cuticle from the cutis, and 
nlled with ferous blood. 

In this ftate fhe gallops, night by night, 

0 er ladies lips, v.ho flrait on kifles dream, 

Which oft die angry mob with blifiers plagues, 

Bccaufe their breaths with fvveetmeats tainted are. 

re 1 t r n . , Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

1 found a great b tfier drawn by the garlick, but had it cut, 
v.hich run a good deal of water, but filled again by next 

2. Any dwelling made by the reparation of a film or (ktafro m 


Pope 


the other paits. 
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